114                                    THE RUSSIAN HORIZON
the Bolsheviks.   If the observer has sympathy, he can apprehend
the reality of the creative effort they are making.
Creativity in the social consciousness appears to me to be the
most important fact to be observed in Soviet Russia. This spirit
is capable of welding the Soviet nation into an irresistible unit;
it works in the people and beneath the poverty, dilapidation, and
disease, as the molten metal runs beneath the surface scum. . . .
J. G. CROWTHER : Science in Soviet Russia.
Scores and hundreds of times in the course of centuries have
the toilers tried to throw their oppressors off their backs and
become masters of their own conditions. But every time, de-
feated and disgraced, they were compelled to retreat, their hearts
burning with a sense of wrong and humiliation, anger and despair,
and they turned their eyes to the unknown heavens, where they
hoped to find salvation.
The chains of slavery remained intact, or else the old chains
were exchanged for new ones equally burdensome and humiliating.
Only in our country have the oppressed and suppressed masses
of toilers succeeded in throwing off the rule of the landlords and
capitalists and in putting in its place the rule of the workers and
peasants.
You know, comrades, and now the whole world admits it, that
this titanic struggle was led by Comrade Lenin and his party.
STALIN: Speech, 1935.
My joy and my pride is the new Russian man, builder of the
new State.
To this small yet great man, who is to be found in all the
remote nooks of the land, in factories and villages lost in the wide
steppes and in the frozen marshes of Siberia, in the mountains
of the Caucasus, and in the tundras of the north; to this often
very lonely man working amidst people who as yet understand
him with difficulty; to the shaper of his state, who modestly does
his seemingly unimportant work which is of vast historical
significance; to him I send my heartfelt greeting.
Comrade! Know and trust that you are the most needful man
on earth. By doing your small work you have begun to create
a really new world.